! r“n””m M-. i

. .Thex,
l e Nation's
M Report Card

r“[ Reading
RESULTS AT GRADES 4 AND 8 ——H‘j

Stuart Kerachsky
Deputy Commissioner
1 ~l National Center for Education Statistics
. MNATIONAL CEMNTER ror

May 20, 2010 I es EDUCATION 51AT|511:§
> :




T 1€Sumaam
Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA)
Background

» Collaboration among National Center for Education Statistics,
National Assessment Governing Board, and Council of the
Great City Schools

 Voluntary participation by selected districts varying in location
and demographic makeup

e Common yardstick to compare district performance
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Trial Urban District Assessment Map

Boston

York City
Philadelphia
Itimore City

District of Columbia
Los Angeles

San Diego

Houston

. Participated for the first time in 2009
. Participated in 2009 and earlier assessment years

2009

Miami-Dade
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Overview

 District samples ranged from approximately 800 to 2,400 students
at each grade

* Results reported as
— Average scale scores (on a 0-500 scale)

— Percentage at or above achievement levels

» Compared to public school students in
— The nation

— Large cities, a peer group for comparison
(cities of 250,000 or more)
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Demographic Context

« Urban districts have a wide range of student demographics
District Percentage Range: Grade 4

1 88
— Black students o— : 0
Nation Large city
16 29
. . 3 11
— Hispanic students ¢ y y o)
Nation Large city
21 42
— English language l - 4.1
learners Nation  Large city
9 18
— Students from ‘E | '2“
Iowgf-mcome Nation Large city
families | 4 n__
0 a0 100 5
Percent

READING 2009 TRIAL URBAN DISTRICT ASSESSMENT RESULTS



Reading 2009
TRIAL URBAN DISTRICT ASSESSMENT RESULTS AT G RAD E 4




e
L
- I e s NATIOMAL CENTER Foe
. EDUCATION STATISTICS

Imgtitute of Education Sciances

Scores increase since 2007 for four districts

Since 2002  Since 2007

Nation = #
Large city a8~ 2
Atlanta 14* 2
Austin — 3
Boston — b*
Charlotte — 2
Chicago 9* 2
Cleveland — -4
District of Columbia (DCPS) 13* 6*
Houston 5 6* — District did not participate in 2002
ft Rnunds to zero.
Los Angel €s 6" 2 NngSEIEC;f::"(;l; ﬁ?(;ﬂcgr?f{;rlzr:iuh for charter schools are not
New York City 11 A7 el Deprtmetof dcton e e Coentey nd ey
San Dieg{:- — 3 Education Act, they are excluded from that district's TUDA results.

DCPS = District of Columbia Public Schools.
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Gains since 2007 for lowest-performing
students in large cities

Scale score Nation Percentile Scale score La rge c Ity Percentile
500 } 500 }
U7 e 262 262 263 263 270
% .| o—O—O0—0—0 90th 260 - 253 253+ 255 256
OZ_ELQL-O—O""’O—_O 90th
250 iy 243 243 244 244 . 250 —
g | O—O0—0—O0—FC 240 - g3q 236
., 231 232 75th
a0 m 20 g
* = 2207
220 0219_0119_.-044-‘0—0 50th 220 -
c oo 20 S
210 — 210 - 203 206
198 198
200 194 193+ 194 25th 200
190 - 190 — 186
. 179+ 181 184 25th
180 73 13 180177
169* . 169" 10th
170 O-\OE-—O’/O_O 170 - .
157 159*
160 - 160 js3  154° 10th
150 - 150 —
0 T 0 T
02 '03 '05 07 09 Year 02 '03 '05 ‘07 09 Year 8

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.
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How dlstrlcts compare to the nation and large
cities

e One district scores -
higher than the nation 200 Austi

Baltimore City
Boston
225%**  Charlotte
Chicago
Cleveland
Detroit
District of Columbia (DCPS)

220% Nation

« Six districts score higher
than large cities

Fresno

* Nine districts score 2117+ Houston
lower than the nation Ak ijj:;:ﬁ:unww
and large cities

221* Miami-Dade
Milwaukee
217* New York City
Philadelphia

* % H
* Significantly different (p < .05) from large city. 23 Sar DIEgU

i

i’ ’
E&dL | I | | I | 7

1
0 170 180 190 200 210 220 230 240 500 9
Scale score
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Percentages at or above Basic range from
27 to 71 percent

[Selow asic IR 7708 Advanced |
7 Compared to large city, the

% at or above Basic is

Nation
Large city

Charlotte
Miami-Dade

Austin

Jefferson County (KY)
New York City

Boston

San Diego

Houston

Atlanta

District of Columbia (DCPS)
Chicago

Baltimore City

Fresno

Los Angeles

Milwaukee

Philadelphia

Cleveland

Detroit

higher

not significantly different

lower

|_4'/K1 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
& Rounds to 2610 10070 60 50 40 30 20 10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 10
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Percent
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Institute of Education Sciances { 4 Report Card
Atlanta Austin Boston Boston
Austin Boston Charlotte Charlotte
Charlotte (harlotte Miami-Dade Chicago
District of Columbia (DCPS) Houston Austin Houston
Houston New York City Chicago New York City
Miami-Dade Atlanta Cleveland San Diego
Baltimore City Jefferson County (KY) District of Columbia (DCPS) Fresno
Boston Miami-Dade Houston Los Angeles
Chicago 5an Diego New York City Milwaukee
Jefferson County (KY) Baltimore City Detroit Philadelphia
Los Angeles Chicago Fresno
Milwaukee (leveland Los ﬁ.nge]a
New York City Detroit Milwaukee
San Diego District of Columbia (DCPS) Philadelphia
Cleveland Fresno San Diego
Fresno Los Angeles
Philadelphia Milwaukee

Philadelphia

I Indicates the district scored higher than the nation.
NOTE: Only those districts with student groups large enough to report results are listed. B Indicates no significant difference between the district and the nation. 11
DCPS = District of Columbia Public Schools. - Indicates the district scored lower than the nation
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Asian/Pacific
Jurisdiction Overall White EBlack Hispanic Islander

Nation 220 229 204 204 234
Large city

Atlanta

Austin

Baltimore City

Boston

Charlotte

Chicago

Cleveland

Detroit

District of Columbia (DCPS)
Fresno

Houston

Jefferson County (KY)

Los Angeles

Miami-Dade

Milwaukee

New York City

Philadelphia

San Diego

4 Higher average score than the nation. # No significant difference between the district and the nation.
W Lower average score than the nation. I Reporting standards not met. Sample size insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.

EES RS LS RRRRRNSRES N
Sqo P oo P (PO Poo)))
AP (9 4P (O )» () e 4
A4 PP (2 (O (90 ) ) o+ 4

e B e Rl e S e |

NOTE: DCPS = District of Columbla Public Schools. Black Includes African &merican, Hispanic Indudes Lating, and Padfic lslander Indudes Native Hawallan. Race categories exclude Hispanic ongin.
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Eligible for

free/reduced-price
Jurisdiction Overall school Tunch
Nation 220 206
Large city v v
Atlanta v v
Austin $ ¢
Baltimore City v v
Boston v A
Charlotte A A
Chicago v v
Cleveland v v
Detroit v v
District of Columbia (DCPS) v v
Fresno v v
Houston v L
Jefferson County (KY) $ L
Los Angeles v v
Miami-Dade $ A
Milwaukee v v
New York City 4 A
Philadelphia v v
San Diego v v
4 Higher average score than the nation. # No significant difference between the district and the nation.

W Lower average score than the nation.
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Grade 4 Sample Reading Passage

What’s the Buzz?

by Margery Facklam

“What do bees do?” Ask most people and they will
say, “Bees make honey and they sting.” They may even
tell you that bees are fuzzy, black-and-yellow insects
that live in hives. But there are lots of kinds of bees,
and they're not all the same. Some fly at night. Some
can’t sting. Some live only a few months, and others
live several years. Every species of bee has its own
story. A species is one of the groups used by scentists
to classify, or group, living things. Animals of the same
species can mate with each other. And they give birth
to yvoung that can mate and give birth, or reproduce.

Scientists have namad about 20,000 spedies of bee
But they think there may be as many as 40,000 species.  pee
Why g0 many?

Over millions of years, environments change. Animals
slowly evolve, or change, too. These changes help the

animals survive, or live, so that they can reproduce. And

iU's reproducing that matters, not how long an animal lives.
To survive, some bee species developed new ways to
live together. Some found new ways to “talk”™ to cach
other, or communicate. Others developed other new
skills and new behaviors. Scientists call these kinds of
changes adaptations. Over a long time, a group of bees
can change so much it becomes a new species -
Bees come in different sizes. There are fat bumblebees
and bees not much bigger than the tip of a pendl. There
are bees of many colors, from dull black to glittering
green. Some species of tropical bees are such bright reds
and blues that they sparkle in the sun like little jewels
Most bees play an important role in plant reproduction.
Bees collect pollen, a powderlike material that flowers
make. By carrying pollen from one flower to anotheg,

Stingless

),

sweat bee

European
honeybes

bees help plants reproduce. Bees are among the wodd's
most important insscts. Without them, many plants

might not survive. And for most animals, e would be

impossible without plants

Pollination

Ficture 1

Follination is the firat step in making seeds.
The maie part. of the plant is called the
stamen. The female part is called the pistil
A plant can't make seeds untll the pollen
from the stamen reaches the pistil Some
flowers pollinate themselves when polen
from the stamen falls on the pistil Other
flowers are pollinated when pollen Hows from
ore flower to arother

Many arimals spread pollen. But: bees are
the best polinators of all. They ao to the
flowers to gather pollen for food. Bess
collect polien in different watys, Some boos
gather polen from flower stamens by
brushing against them. Some of the pollen
then rubs off on the next flower the bees

visit. In this way, bees spread pollen from
fiower to flower as they pather food.

Bees also drink nectar, a sweet liquid in
flowers. As a bee goes inside this orchid for
nectar, fts weight makes the orchids stamen
bend over. Pllan from the stamen brushes
on the bes.

Stirgless bees ke this one sometimes
shake themsehvos to gather pollen from
flowers. Shaking loosens the pollen and
muakes it fall on the bee.

Iatation b Fh | S
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Sample 4th-Grade Question: Integrate and
Interpret

» More than 58% of answers received
an “Essential” or better rating in:

Explain why bees are important to both plants
and animals. Use information from the article to

SUPPOTT your answer. Austin, Charlotte, Jefferson County (KY),
Extensive response: Miami-Dade, New York City

g vk A w8

AL . wﬁw Pm;b flovoy o E » Fewer than 58% of answers received
mﬁ %‘T B ool 7 an “Essential” or better rating in:

Atlanta, Baltimore City, Boston,
_ Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, District of
beeS are mpofant o plare Columbia (DCPS), Fresno, Houston,

Couse fhoy help fhem glow Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Philadelphia,
by SPleding the. Pollin atoans San Diego
the  Plants So they o Flow.

Essential response:

15
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Scores increase since 2007 for large cities and

two districts
Since 2002  Since 2007

Nation # et

Large city 2 g

Atlanta 14~ T

Austin — 4

Boston — =

Charlotte — #

Chicago # #

Cleveland — -4

District of Columbia (DCPS) # #

Houston A # #_Séztr::ji[ tt::;ldz Qr(;t_ participate in 2002,

Los A nge IES ? = 3 = Ngl'%glflliceagr:n&rg 1252)50? ?fi:inrizults for charter schools are not
New York City — 3 Sl o s Mt b o A et
San Di ego m— A4 Education Act, they are excluded from that district's TUDA results.

DCPS = District of Columbia Public Schools.
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Gains since 2007 for students at the 25th, 50th,
and 75th percentiles in large cities

GRADE 8

Scale score Nation Percentile Scale score La rge Clty Percentile
500 500 —
= =z
320 320 -
3107 303 304 303 303+ 304 o 310 4
O—O0—O0——0—90 t 296
3007 3007 wo 90th
290 - 286 286 285 285 286 290
oO——_———o—o——0 75th 77
280 280 1 w 75th
270 + 265 264* « 264 265 270 —
260 - 0263 C 2ot 260
| Loy gy 2520 w3 B,
Um0 gagr 22 2507
| O—o0— B o0—0° 25th 240 -
X . 230
230 | 230 221 5. 221" 227 25th
219 X . . 28
220 - 215 214 216 10th 290 —
210 210 - 205
w 10th
200 200 4
7 =z
0 0

02 '03 '05 '07 '09
* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.

Year

'02 '03 '05 ‘07 '09

Year
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How districts compare to the nation and
large cities

262* Nation
. . 267** Large city
e Two districts not 250+ Atlanta
significantly different from ot e
. 245% Baltimore City
the nation 257 Baston

2H0% .+ Charlotte

Chicago
. . . . Cleveland
 Five districts score higher Deto
than Iarge cities District of Columbia (DCPS)
Fresno
Houston
. . 250% .4+ Jefferson County (KY)
» Seven districts score lower Los Angeles
. 261* Miami-Dade
than the nation and large .
C|t| es 252** New York City
247** Philadelphia
* Significantly different (p < .05) from large city. 254 San Diegn
Significantly different (p < .05) from the nation. 1 / ;l_ll(] 250 23.{:' 2:10 2%.[) 2||5{:| 2}(] EEI;[]/ ol
3Scale score 19
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Percentages at or above Basic range from
40 to 73 percent

Basi ivanced
Nation 43 B : Compared to large city, the
Large city 42 % at or above Basic is
Miami-Dade 4
E:I]Stm N 4 higher

arlotte B 42
Jefferson County (KY) 42
Boston B 44
San Diego 40
Houston N 46 " -
New York City % — not significantly different
Atlanta N 44
Chicago (40 B
Philadelphia 4
Baltimore City 44
Los Angeles 39
Cleveland a8 ] M lower
Milwaukee 0 39
District of Columbia (DCPS) 3
Fresno 3
Detroit T

W;fl T T T T T T T T /.‘:‘L\
100780 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 100

# ROUI:]dS to zero. _ Percent 2 0
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
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Alligator Poem

| knelt down

at the edge of the water,

and if the white birds standing

in the tops of the trees whistled any warning
[ didn’t understand,

| drank up to the very moment it came
crashing toward me,

its tail flailing

like a bundle of swords,

slashing the grass,

and the inside of its cradle-shaped mouth
gaping,

and rimmed with teeth—

and that’s how I almost died

of foolishness

in beautiful Florida.

But I didn't.

[ leaped aside, and fell,

and 1t streamed past me, crushing everything in its
path

as it swept down to the water

and threw itself in,

and, in the end,

this isn’'t a poem about foolishness

but about how I rose from the ground

and saw the world as if for the second time,
the way it really 1s.

Grade 8 Sample Reading Passage

The water, that circle of shattered glass,

healed itself with a slow whisper

and lay back

with the back-lit light of polished steel,

and the birds, in the endless waterfalls of the trees,
shook open the snowy pleats of their wings, and
drifted away

while, for a keepsake, and to steady myself,

I reached out,

I picked the wild flowers from the grass around me—
blue stars

and blood-red trumpets

on long green stems—

for hours in my trembling hands they glittered
like fire.

From New sad Selecied Posms by Mary Olwver
Copyright © 1952 by Mary Dliver
Reprinbed by permstian eof Beacon Press, Basion

21



* GRADE 81 8

Sample 8th-Grade Question: Critique and
Evaluate
* More than 65% answered correctly

On page 3, the speaker says: In.
“and, in the end, Boston, Charlotte, Houston,
this isn't a poem about foolishness™ Jefferson County (KY), New York City

What is the purpose of these lines in
relation to the rest of the poem?

@ To signal a turning point in the poem » Fewer than 65% answered correctly

To emphasize the speaker’s confusion ﬁ
© S et o E SRR O Atlanta, Austin, Baltimore City,

@ To show the speaker was embarrassed ChiCagO, Cleveland’ DetrOit,
District of Columbia (DCPS), Fresno,

Los Angeles, Miami-Dade, Milwaukee,
Philadelphia, San Diego
22
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Highlights of District Profiles

Trend in NAEP reading average scores for fourth-graders

in Houston and Texas
Scale score

500 5,
230
218 220 218

204 AT g5

210 2
200 206 207 206
o1
02 '03 05 07 09

* Significantly different (p <.05) from 2009.

Texas

Houston

Year

Trend in NAEP reading average scores for fourth-graders

in Houston, by race/ethnicity

Scale score
50'-\..' }
0] 245
2 21 243
240 - 235
33 240
230
21
220
210
. 207
2104 203 203 205
0 206
0w MW 20
03
02 03 '05 07 '09

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2008,

1Sample sizes insufficient to permit reliable estimates in 2002, 2003, and 2005.

White
Asian/Pacific
Islander’

Black

Hispanic

Year

MOTE: Results are not shown for all race/ethnicity categones because of insufficient sample sizes. Black
includes African American, Hispanic includes Lating, and Pacific Islander includes Native Hawailan. Race

categonies exclude Hispanic origin.

Trend in NAEP reading average scores for lower-income
fourth-graders in Houston and the nation

Scale score
500 y’

230
220 -
Nation

Houston

210 - 205 206

i o___o_-—;—:g‘,.—_—-?{%
200 201* 202 201*
190 -

180
0 I

03 05 07 09 Year
* Significantly different {p < .05) from 2009,

NOTE: In NAEF, lower-income students are students identified as eligible for the National School
Lunch Program.

Trend in NAEP reading achievement-level results for fourth-graders

in Houston
Percent below Basic | Percent at Basic, Proficient, and Advanced
Houston
2002 [ 15 k]
2003 IR 14 K
2005 IR 16 [
2007 32 N
2009 36 16 | E
Large city'
2009 k)| 13 H
Nation
2009 34 T

M Below Basic

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009,

1 Large aty includes students from all cities in the nation with populations of 250,000 or more indluding the
participating districts. 2 3
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.

Basic M Proficient W Advanced
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For More Information
http://nationsreportcard.gov

Natlo *
ReportCard

Reading
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