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Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA) 
Background
• Collaboration among National Center for Education Statistics, 

National Assessment Governing Board, and Council of the 
G t Cit  S h lGreat City Schools

• Voluntary participation by selected districts varying in location y p p y y g
and demographic makeup

Common yardstick to compare district performance• Common yardstick to compare district performance
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Trial Urban District Assessment Map
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Overview

Di t i t l  d f  i t l  800 t  2 400 t d t  • District samples ranged from approximately 800 to 2,400 students 
at each grade 

• Results reported as
– Average scale scores (on a 0–500 scale)
– Percentage at or above achievement levelsPercentage at or above achievement levels

• Compared to public school students in
– The nation
– Large cities, a peer group for comparison 

(cities of 250,000 or more)
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Demographic Context

• Urban districts have a wide range of student demographics• Urban districts have a wide range of student demographics

– Black studentsBlack students

– Hispanic students

– English language
learnerslearners

– Students from
lower-incomelower-income
families
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Scores increase since 2007 for four districts
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Percentile scores for the nation show no 
significant change since 2007
Gains since 2007 for lowest-performing 
students in large cities
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* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.



How districts compare to the nation and large 
cities
• One district scores 

higher than the nation

• Six districts score higher 
than large cities

• Nine districts score 
lower than the nation 
and large cities

* Significantly different (p < .05) from large city.

** Significantly different (p < .05) from the nation.
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Percentages at or above Basic range from 
27 to 71 percent

10# Rounds to zero.
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.



11NOTE: Only those districts with student groups large enough to report results are listed. 
DCPS = District of Columbia Public Schools.
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Sample 4th-Grade Question: Integrate and 
Interpret

• 58% of students in the nation 
received an “Essential” or better 
rating

• More than 58% of answers received 
an “Essential” or better rating in:
Austin, Charlotte, Jefferson County (KY), 

• 51% of students in large cities 
received an “Essential” or better 

Miami-Dade, New York City

• Fewer than 58% of answers received 
ratingan “Essential” or better rating in:

– Atlanta, Baltimore City, Boston, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, District of g , , ,
Columbia (DCPS), Fresno, Houston, 
Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, 
San Diego
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Scores increase since 2007 for large cities and 
two districts
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Gains since 2007 for students across the 
percentile range
Gains since 2007 for students at the 25th, 50th, 
and 75th percentiles in large cities
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* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2009.



How districts compare to the nation and 
large cities
• Two districts not 

significantly different from 
the nationthe nation

• Five districts score higher 
than large cities

• Seven districts score lower • Seven districts score lower 
than the nation and large 
cities
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* Significantly different (p < .05) from large city.

** Significantly different (p < .05) from the nation.



Percentages at or above Basic range from 
40 to 73 percent

20# Rounds to zero.
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
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Sample 8th-Grade Question: Critique and 
Evaluate

• 65% of students in the nation 
selected the correct answer to 
this question

• More than 65% answered correctly
in:

– Boston, Charlotte, Houston, q

• 60% of students in large cities 
responded correctly to the 

Boston, Charlotte, Houston, 
Jefferson County (KY), New York City

F  th  65% d tl  responded correctly to the 
question

• Fewer than 65% answered correctly 
in:

– Atlanta, Austin, Baltimore City, y
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, 
District of Columbia (DCPS), Fresno, 
Los Angeles, Miami-Dade, Milwaukee, 
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g , , ,
Philadelphia, San Diego



Highlights of District Profiles
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For More Information
http://nationsreportcard.gov
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